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YEAR 9 CURRICULUM STRUCTURE 
 

IMPORTANT ï READ THIS FIRST  

 

All students undertaking Year 9 at Kurunjang Secondary College complete a mix of studies in both core and elective 

subjects. 

Core subjects, which students must study include: English, Mathematics, Science, HAPE and Beyond Four Walls. 

 

Electives: In addition, students are asked to choose 8 semester elective subjects as follows: 

One Semester 1 subject and one Semester 2 subject from LOTE or Humanities electives 

One Semester subject from the Art electives 

One Semester subject from the Technology electives 

One Semester 1 subject and one Semester 2 subject from all the choice electives 

One Semester 1 subject and one Semester 2 subject from all the choice electives 

 

Special Note: 
If you choose to undertake LOTE (Italian with the Lot) for the entire year, you must ensure you still choose at least 

1 semester of a Humanities elective. 

 

If you choose LOTE (Italian with the Lot) in semester two, it is a prerequisite that you have completed semester 

one LOTE. 

 

When you are choosing your electives you are required to plan for the whole year, therefore it is very important you read 

all the information and follow directions contained in this handbook. 

 

You and your parents are advised to consider a ñbalancedò mix of electives and record your choices on the Course 

Selection Sheet, in the middle of this booklet. 

 

For further information you may speak to your Home group Teacher, any of the teachers who are offering Year 9 

electives, or youôre Year Level Co-ordinator. 

 

Please Note: All excursions and electives planned in this booklet are subject to the availability of staff and facilities. 

 

As a Year 9 student, you will study: 

                                                                      

For the whole year:                           Sessions per fortnight 

 

Integrated Program    12 

English      9 

Mathematics      9 

Science      5 

HAPE       5 

Elective Block 1     5 

Elective Block 2     5 

Elective Block 3     5 

Elective Block 4     5 

 

The program blocks consist of units of Technology Studies, Health and Physical Education, Creative Art, Business 

Education, Languages other than English (LOTE) and Studies of Society and Environment. Students choose one unit from 

each block in each semester. 
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BEYOND FOUR WALLS  

 

 
COURSE DURATION: Full year core 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Beyond Four Walls integrated program aims to engage students in activities outside the normal 

classroom environment.  These activities would not be possible to complete in a traditional 

classroom environment.  This program has a particular focus on self based reflection, goals for 

the future, information and communication technologies, adolescent health and adolescent 

issues. 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

 

¶ Mental Health 

¶ Personal Skill Building 

¶ Preventative Approach to Health and Well-being (Mind Matters, building resilience, mental 

health) 

¶ Building Skills for Participation in the City Project 

¶ City Project  

¶ Community Based Projects 

¶ Negotiated Projects 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

¶ Assessment would be varied, negotiated and individualised, encouraging personal and skill 

development. 

¶ There would be an expectation that all students need to complete at least one oral presentation 

and one student led discussion, including parents, staff and members of our school community 

to present the findings of their City Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: See Mr G. Harvey  
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ENGLISH  

 

 
COURSE DURATION: Full Year Core 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

English at Year 9 is a course that builds upon the skills developed in Year 8 and continues to 

expand upon strategies enabling students to acquire the level of skills expected for the Essential 

Learning. The course focuses on the specialist language skills of both written and spoken 

English language. Writing skill development is a major aim, as is the appreciation of literature 

and reading. The types of work students are required to undertake are broken down into the four 

areas described below. 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

WRITING FOLIO  

Students are introduced to various writing folio styles, 

¶ Creative 

¶ Personal 

¶ Instructional 

¶ Expository 

¶ Argumentative and focus on the concept of why students are writing (purpose) and for whom 

(audience). 

LANGUAGE  

This area focuses on language use and development, with an emphasis on writing technique, 

such as the beginnings of essay writing, and various other language activities. 

TEXT  

Students read and study the set texts for the year, as well as write and discuss orally books of 

their own choice. A film text is also included as part of the text study. 

ISSUES 

Students write and discuss articles from the print media, which they select. They also complete 

worksheets set by teachers on various social issues. Analytical skills are the main aim in this 

section. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will be based on the demonstration of skills expected for Essential Learning. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: See Ms S. Phillips 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

 

COURSE DURATION: Full Year Core 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

It is designed to consolidate the mathematical skills learnt by students in previous years and to 

introduce students to some new mathematical ideas which will be explored further at year 10. 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

This course covers topics selected from: 

¶ Length, Area & Volume 

¶ Algebraic Expansions 

¶ Algebraic Factorisations 

¶ Drawing & Making Shapes 

¶ Statistics 

¶ Pythagoras 

¶ Trigonometry 

¶ Linear Graphs 

¶ Algebraic Equations 

¶ Probability 

¶ Indices 

¶ Surds 

 

Throughout each semester problem solving skills will be developed to enable the student to 

apply mathematical processes in solving problems that occur in real life situations. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will be based on the demonstration of VELS outcomes through the following tasks: 

¶ Class work 

¶ Unit tests 

¶ Assignments 

¶ Projects 

¶ Problem solving 

 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: See Ms. L Zerman  
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

 
COURSE DURATION: Full Year Core 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

HAPE has 5 periods per fortnight: The emphasis during practical sessions is on participation, 

enjoyment, team work and skill acquisition. Health classes investigate relevant issues such as 

fitness programs, and Health and Physical Education topics, careers in Physical Education and 

issues that appear in the media. 

 

 

COURSE AIMS: 

¶ To further improve general body movement and fitness, foster cooperation and sportsmanship 

and promote physical well-being. Students will develop skills in throwing and catching, 

bouncing, hitting, kicking and striking. 

¶ To develop team co-operation and sportsmanship through student run competitions. 

¶ To raise student awareness of relevant health issues facing young people. 

 

 

PRACTICAL COURSE OUTLINE:  

Activities covered may include: 

¶ Badminton 

¶ Netball (SEPEP) Term 4 

¶ Volleyball (SEPEP) Term 2 

¶ European handball 

¶ Fitness Training 

¶ Lacrosse 

 

It is expected that students will attain a basic understanding of rules and strategies involved in 

the activities studied. 

 

A SEPEP model of student run competitions will be adopted during Terms 2 and 4. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

¶ Skills check list 

¶ PE uniform must be brought to all sessions 

¶ Active participation in all physical activities 

¶ Health classes will be assessed through varied assessment tasks 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION See Miss N. Hulett 
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SCIENCE 
 

COURSE DURATION: Full Year Core 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Science at year 9 will develop students' knowledge, skills and attitudes in each of the following areas: 

Science as Knowledge - the values of scientific enquiry 

Science as Technology - applications of science in everyday life 

Science and Society - science as a human activity and people at work in science 

 

COURSE OUTLINE - SEMESTER 1: 

Investigation Reactions 

An introduction to various types of reactions and a look at the factors capable of affecting their reaction 

rates. 

Dynamic Earth 

A detailed study of fossil formation, earth movements, earthquakes and volcanoes. 

Detecting and Responding 

A study of nerves, hormones and responses in both plants and animals to various stimuli or 

environmental changes. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE - SEMESTER 2: 

Microbes and Disease 

A look at both harmful and useful microbes and their impact on humans. 

Acids and Bases 

A study of the properties of acids and bases, their uses and their involvement on various types of 

chemical reactions. 

Using Electricity 

A look at how electricity is produced and how it is used and measured in various components and 

circuits. 

Ecosystem Earth 

An investigation of living in ecosystems, local ecosystems and the earth as an ecosystem. 

 

SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH  

A state wide competition with various sections including essay, computer programs and posters. 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will include class work, practical activities, homework tasks, research investigations, 

assignments, topic tests (including semester exams) and projects (including Science Talent Search) 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: see Mr. J Geros 
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For further Information see Mrs Leigh - Jones 
 

AUSTRALIA AT WARé SOLDIERS, BATTLEFRONTS AND 
BOMBS 

 
COURSE DURATION : One Semester Elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This unit will focus on World War I and World War II and what life was like both for the Armed Services and people at home. We 

will look at Government decisions and the reasons that we were involved. Propaganda and publicity will feature heavily in this unit 

and the conscription issues will be examined. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE: Ever wondered? 

¶ What is it about the ñBronzed Aussieò and ANZAC Legend that identifies us around the world and as a nation? 

¶ What makes people sign up for armed services? 

¶ What was it like for a ñwar familyò? 

¶ What early warfare was like without all the modern technology of today? 

¶ If it is true that Australians always go to war for other countries? 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will use many forms listed below: Objectives that are appropriate to the subject will be set by negotiation at the beginning 

of the unit. 

¶ Short reports 

¶ Essays 

¶ Oral presentations 

¶ Multimedia presentations 

¶ Excursion reports  

¶ Biographical studies 
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DO THE CRIME, DO THE TIME  

 
COURSE DURATION : One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Year 9 students will have the opportunity to develop an understanding of Victoriaôs Criminal Justice System, past and present. To 

achieve this, students will research the history of crime and punishment in Victoria and investigate the result of committing a crime in 

Victoria today. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

¶ The history of crime and punishment 

¶ Capital punishment 

¶ Changing social values 

¶ Law reforms 

¶ Human rights  

¶ Group research and presentation on the history of one of Victoriaôs old prisons 

¶ Crime and punishment today 

¶ Categories of crime in Victoria 

¶ Case studies and mock trials  

¶ The role of the police 

¶ The role of the courts 

¶ Punishment 

¶ The juvenile justice system 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will be based on: 

¶ Group research and presentation 

¶ Class participation 

¶ Media watch ï following media reporting of crime 

¶ Bookwork 

 

IN SEARCH OF MY FAMILY NAME  

 
COURSE DURATION : One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This elective is designed to give students the opportunity to learn about themselves as a person and their family background. They will 

complete a series of activities designed to develop their awareness of the history of their family. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

When completing their project students will undertake many of the following activities: 

¶ Origin of surnames 

¶ Origin of my family name 

¶ Map of location of my family 

¶ Family crest 

¶ Family motto 

¶ Genealogy: research back to both grandparents on both maternal and paternal sides of the family. 

¶ Food 

¶ National hero of the country 

¶ Invention of the country 

¶ Population 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will be based on the demonstration of Essential Learning through the following tasks: 

¶ Practical project 

¶ Digital portfolio 

¶ Reflections / attitudes and work habits. 
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THEREôS GOLD IN THEM HILLSé THE GOLD RUSH 

 
COURSE DURATION : One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This unit looks at what it means to have Gold Fever and be alive in Victoria during the Gold Rush. We look at the Eureka Rebellion of 

1854 and why Peter Lalor is such an important figure. Why did the death of miner James Scobie have such an influence on history? 

The unit also focuses on golden areas like Bendigo and Ballarat and why gold is such a valuable kind of commodity and treasured 

possession. The role gold had in the development of Melbourne as a city will be studied 

 

COURSE OUTLINE: Ever wondered? 

¶ What Gold Fever is? 

¶ Why the Eureka flag is so important to us? 

¶ Why Ballarat had such a big population during the gold rush? 

¶ What the ñGolden Triangleò is? 

¶ Why Sovereign Hill is a popular tourist attraction? 

¶ Why lifts were installed in buildings in Melbourne? 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will use many forms listed below: Objectives that are appropriate to the subject will be set by negotiation at the beginning 

of the unit. 

¶ Short reports 

¶ Essays 

¶ Oral presentations 

¶ Multimedia presentations 

¶ Excursion reports 

¶ Biographical studies 

 

COME TRAVELLING  

 
COURSE DURATION : One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Year 9 students can broaden their horizons through learning about tourism in Australia and overseas and to understand its importance 

for being adventurous, relaxing and understanding new environments and cultures. A wide variety of sources including primary 

material from field work will be examined. There is scope for individual interests to be explored through research. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

The different types or tourism available 

¶ The ways in which tourists are catered for in different environments and countries 

¶ Significance of tourism for employment 

¶ Importance of tourism to the economy of a nation 

¶ Fieldwork 

¶ Mapping 

¶ Individual research 

¶ Survey 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will be based upon: 

¶ Survey and presentation and analysis of data 

¶ Advertising brochure 

¶ Group work 

¶ Research assignment 
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For further Information see Ms Vossos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIAN COOKING  

 
COURSE DURATION : One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

This is a practical based course which enables students to learn the Italian language by cooking Italian food. Students will enjoy 

healthy eating through Italian cuisine and appreciate its influences on the Australian diet. Students learn to cook Italian food from 

various regions of Italy and study the role of food in Italian life. While learning the basics of Italian cooking, students also learn the 

differences between regional cuisines and gain an overview of an extensive cuisine, which is more than ópizza and pastaô. 

 

COURSE AIMS 

¶ To promote healthy eating 

¶ To acquire cooking skills 

¶ To provide cultural insight into Italian and Australian life 

¶ To acquire language proficiency appropriate to the course 

 

ASSESSMENT 

¶ Completion of dishes 

¶ Active participation in activities related to cooking 

¶ Completion of written tasks 

¶ Maintenance of workbook 

¶ Tests 

 


