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This booklet contains 

The four, compulsory, Year 10 (full year) subjects and all the elective (semester length) 

subjects. 

 

Core subjects 

The core subjects at year 10 are: English, Mathematics, Science and Humanities. 

 

Elective subjects 

Students must choose six semester elective subjects as follows: 

¶ A minimum of one semester elective from Arts 

¶ A minimum of one semester elective from Technology 

¶ A minimum of one semester elective from Physical Education (practical component, 

Physical Education, Dance or Outdoor Education) 

¶ Three more one semester electives from all other electives offered. 

 

Combined Year 10/VCE/VET courses 

Year 10 students may begin a VET course or select Units 1 and 2 of a VCE subject. The VCE 

subject or VET course would take up two semester elective selections and satisfy the above 

elective subjects requirements, for example, VCE Units 1and 2 Studio Arts would cover the 

Arts elective choice requirement. There is an additional permission form for Year 10 students 

wishing to participate in this program. Details of VET Courses available for Year 10 students 

are published in a VET booklet for year 10. This may be obtained from the VET coordinator, 

Ms Binger. 

  

VCE and VET courses will be studied in classes with Year 11 students in the regular 

VCE/VET program. 

 

Selections 

Soon after receiving this booklet you will be asked to complete some selection forms. 

 

Considering your choices 

You will need to consider a ñbalancedò mix of electives and record your choices on the 

Selection Sheets. Second and third preferences must be carefully considered, as you can not 

be ensured of your first choice. For further information speak to your Home Group Teacher, 

Course Counsellor any of the teachers who are offering Year 10 electives or your Year Level 

Co-ordinator. The elective choice sheets (and the Year10/VCE or VET course sheet if 

necessary) must be returned by the due date. Failure to do this could prevent you from being 

allocated your first choices. 
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VET IN SCHOOLS: WIDEN YOUR HOR IZONS MULTIPLY YOUR  

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

A VET program enables you to widen your horizons and on successful completion, gain two qualifications instead of 

one, a VCE Certificate and a nationally recognised VET/TAFE Certificate. VET provides you with the opportunity to 

obtain a broad based education which links training to industry and encourages innovation, independence and 

entrepreneurial endeavour. VET provides you with more options without withdrawing from existing pathways. You will 

also have a number of additional opportunities. VET can also play a significant role in a studentôs VCAL program. 

Research has confirmed that a significant number of students are entering higher education or continuing with further 

training after successfully completing a VET in the VCE program. 

 

WHAT IS A VET IN THE VCE PROGRAM?  

VET in the VCE programs combine general and vocational studies. They may be delivered through a combination of 

the following: 

                                                                       VET IN VC E PROGRAMS CURRENTLY  OFFERED IN 2008 
                                                                        Certificate II Automotive (Technology Studies) 

                                                                                                Certificate II Building &Construction  

          Certificate II Business (Office Administration) 

      VET                                        TAFE  Certificate II Concept Development for Clothing 

     UNITS      Certificate III Community Services 

                Certificate II Community Recreation 

                Certificate II Dance 

                Certificate II Desktop Publishing 

                           Certificate II Electro technology 

           WORKPLACE   Certificate II Engineering 

                Certificate II Equine Industry 

                Certificate II Financial Services 

                Certificate II Hospitality (Operations) 

                 Food & Beverage Stream or 

            Commercial Cookery Stream 

  VCE                                    SECONDARY  Certificate II Horticulture  

   UNITS                            COLLEGE   Certificate III Information Technology (General)  
                                    Certificate II & III Multi Media  

                Certificate III Music Industry 

    
            OTHERS 

            CISCO Networking Academy Program 

          Hairdressing 

 

VET in the VCE programs are now an integral part of the VCE. The units to be studied may include an unlimited 

number of units of Vocational Education and Training.  

 

Any VET program for which a study score has been allocated, is treated in the same way as any other VCE subject in 

regard to the calculation of the ENTER score. A VET subject can be considered as 1 of the primary 4, or a 5th or 6th 

subject giving the 10% contribution. (English + next best 3 + 10% of 5th and 6th subject). 

 

Study scores for VET programs are at present; Business, Community Service, Dance, Engineering, Equine Industry 

Financial Services, Hospitality, Information Technology and Multimedia. 

 

Please note that with CISCO, no study score is currently available so the first two semesters attract a Unit 3 &4 credit to 

the VCE. 

 

The Hairdressing Pre apprenticeship is not a VCE/VET course and does not receive any ENTER increments. 

However, for students in Year 12, Block Credit towards VCE completion can be obtained. 

 

Please note: Under new funding arrangements, students must be 15 years of age as at 1st January 2009 to be eligible for 

the prices listed. 
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ENGLISH  

 
COURSE DURATION   Full year core 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

English at Year 10 is a course that builds upon the skills developed in Year 9 and continues to 

expand upon strategies enabling students to acquire the level of skills expected for Essential 

Learning, Level 6. The course involves a more detailed and involved study of texts, continues 

to focus upon the language skills necessary to communicate in written and spoken English. 

Writing tasks develop skills in writing for a purpose and audience and students also learn to 

respond critically to issues presented in the media. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  

Semester One 

¶ Folio ï Four finished pieces, including evidence of drafting. 

¶ Response to Text ï Complete response to each of the two assigned texts; 

¶ Issues ï Students explore, discuss and analyse a range of current issues in the media and 

complete a sustained response. 

¶ Workbook ï A collection of notes, comprehension tasks, drafts and finished pieces as well 

as evidence of wider reading, i.e. Book Raves. 

 

Semester Two 

¶ Folio ï Four finished pieces, including evidence of drafting. 

¶ Response to Text ï Complete a series of response tasks and a sustained response. 

 

Students will study; 

¶ Looking for Alibrandi 

¶ óRomeo and Julietô ï The film version and central scenes from the play are included. 

Students watch a performance of key scenes of óShakespeare without Tearsô, - translated 

into contemporary English. 

¶ Issues ï Students explore, discuss and analyse a range of current issues in the media and 

complete a sustained response. 

¶ Workbook ï A collection of notes, comprehension tasks, drafts and finished pieces plus 

evidence of wider reading, i.e. Book Raves 

 

ASSESSMENT: Assessment will be based on performance in Assessment Tasks as outlined 

above. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: See Ms. S. Phillips 
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SCIENCE 

 
COURSE DURATION   Full year core 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Year 10 Science develops knowledge, skills and attitudes in the following areas: 

1. Science knowledge ï building understanding of the overarching ideas of science. 

2. Science at work ï experiencing and researching how people work with and through 

science. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  

Science in Motion 

A study of the relationship between force, mass, acceleration, velocity, friction, gravity and 

inertia. 

 

Water Watch 

Students carry out an investigation of the quality and ecology of our local waterways. 

 

Science Talent Search 

A state-wide competition including various sections such as working models / inventions, 

creative writing and posters. 

 

Careers in Science 

A brief look at science related careers and qualifications needed. 

 

Genetics and Evolution 

Introduction to the Biology dealing with the inheritance in living organisms and evolution of 

living organisms over time. 

 

Bonding and Reactions 

A study of how chemical bonding determines the chemical and physical properties of various 

substances and an introduction to how chemical equations can be written for various types of 

reactions performed during class. 

 

Periodic table 

An analysis of trends and patterns that exist within the Periodic Table of elements. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment will include class work, practical activities, homework tasks, research 

investigations, assignments, topic tests (including semester exams) and projects (including the 

Science Talent Search). 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION See M r J. Geros 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

COURSE DURATION:   Full year core 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

Year 10 maths consolidates the mathematical skills acquired by the students in previous years 

and to introduce students to some new mathematical ideas, which lead on to V.C.E. maths. 

Some of the topics covered include: 

¶ Pythagoras 

¶ Trigonometry 

¶ Statistics 

¶ Measurement 

¶ Linear Equations 

¶ Surds 

¶ Geometry 

¶ Factorisations 

¶ Probability 

¶ Linear Graphs 

¶ Quadratic Functions 

¶ Compound Interest 

¶ Variation 

¶ Logarithms 

¶ Algebraic Fractions 

 

Throughout each semester problem-solving skills will be developed to enable the student to 

apply mathematical processes in solving problems that occur in real life situations. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Students will be assessed on the following components of the course. Classwork, Problem 

Solving, Projects, Unit Tests and Assignments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION See Ms. L. Zerman 
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HUMANITIES  

 
COURSE DURATION   Full year core 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Term 1: Introduction to careers and work. The world beyond school requires us to equip ourselves with a 

number of skills. Outside school, life revolves around work. Getting a job requires a lot of preparation, 

including compiling curriculum vitae, job letters, applications and personal interviews. 
 

Term 2: In the unit of Managing a Business students will be introduced to the basics of running a business, 

marketing and how to plan a business for success. They will also learn about the process that businesses use to 

record and report on financial transactions. 
 

Term 3: In a unit on Kooris, students will investigate the white European colonisation of Aboriginal lands 

and how this affected the indigenous people at the time. The relationship between ówhitesô and óblacksô has 

often been marred by racial tension and the denial of the basic rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander 

people. More recently, Land Rights, Reconciliation and the Stolen Generation have dominated public debate. 

By the late 1990s, ówhiteô Australia was showing itself willing to face some of the issues which it had avoided 

for nearly 200 years. 
 

Term 4: Students will study the unit on Rivers. In this unit the study of the water cycle leads to the 

importance of the rivers in the world to civilisation and to settlement and livelihoods of people.  The role of 

rivers in changing the landscape is explored. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  
Managing a Business ï Introduction to the basics of marketing; how business can more accurately plan for 

success; understand how financial transactions are recorded and reported upon. 
 

Consolidation of work preparation and career planning ï Students participate in ñThe Be Real Gameò ï 

this is a simulation that allows students to adopt a particular role history, and use it to investigate the ways in 

which they can become a positive and contributing member of their community. There is an emphasis on 

planning for the future, and accepting that change is constant throughout life. To be successful we must 

acknowledge that change is a fact of life, and arm ourselves with the knowledge needed to adapt to change. 

Students will also undertake a compulsory  study of Occupational Health and Safety (from both a general and 

industry specific view) as preparation for work experience later in the year. 
 

Rivers ï a detailed study of the water cycle will be undertaken.  The changing nature of rivers, valleys and 

land forms will be investigated.  Study of local rivers such as the Yarra will occur.  Fieldwork is an essential  

requirement of this unit.  
 

Kooris ï Examine the impact of European settlement on the indigenous people; race relations; the Land 

Rights movement and Mabo; reconciliation between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Based on assessment tasks which may be class work, homework, assignments, surveys, written and oral 

presentations, class participation and discussions. 

 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION See: Mrs J. Leigh -Jones 
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       For further Information see Ms Bagnath 

 

ART 2D: (TWO DIMENSIONAL ART) PAINTING,  

DRAWING AND PRINTMAKING  
 

COURSE DURATION   One semester elective 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  

The aim of this course is to: 

¶ Enhance a knowledge and understanding of the language and principles of 2D art. 

¶ Develop an ability to critically review artwork. 

¶ Develop and encourage the creative ability and technical skills of students. 

¶ Experience a variety of media in both teacher directed and student initiated projects. 

¶ Encourage self assessment, planning and review skills. 

 

AREAS OF STUDY 

Topics may include 

¶ Tone, line and the elements of drawing 

¶ Drawing from life and imagination 

¶ Experimenting with 2D media 

¶ Colour theory 

¶ Art history: European Modernism 

¶ Painting (acrylic) 

¶ Art history: Australian Modernism 

¶ Annotation and the use of the visual diary 

¶ Art and Culture: contemporary art practice and art issues 

¶ Printmaking techniques 

¶ Art theory: looking at why artists create and exhibit 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Visual Diary, Protective clothing or apron, 2B and 4B pencils and rubber and sharpener, coloured pencils, Lined paper, writing 

implements, canvas and brushed 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students must participate in all set topics and must submit all assignments set for homework or class work. Students will need to 

have substantial work in their Visual Diaries and several completed pieces of artwork. 

Students excelling in the above outcomes will be invited to attend the VCAA Top Arts exhibition with VCE students, at a cost of 

approximately $20. 
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ART: 3D (THREE DIMENSIONAL ART) CERAMICS  

AND SCULPTURE 
 

COURSE DURATION:  One semester elective 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  

The aim of this course is to: 

¶ Enhance a knowledge and understanding of the language and principles of 3D art. 

¶ Develop and encourage the creative ability and technical skills of students. 

¶ Experience clay and various decorative techniques such as glazing 

¶ Develop design annotation & planning skills 

 

AREAS OF STUDY 

¶ Design and drawing techniques 

¶ 3D activities in paper and card 

¶ Range of ceramic techniques 

¶ Art studies and theory 

¶ Annotating the visual diary 

 

EQUIPMENT NEEDS 

Visual Diary, Protective clothing or apron and drawing materials 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Students will participate fully in all class activities and produce at least one hand built item, one slip cast item, and a collection of 

design activities (visual diary). Students will need to demonstrate initiative in keeping busy and making use of class time.  

 

 

Students excelling in the above outcomes will be invited to attend the VCAA Top Arts exhibition with VCE students, at a cost of 

approximately $20. 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC - GROUP PERFORMANCE: ROCK BAND SEMESTER 

1 AND 2 
 

COURSE DURATION:  One semester elective 

 

(It is preferable that students undertaking this elective have completed at least one semester at Year 9. This subject is taught as a 

pre-requisite for Year 11 Music Performance.) 

 

COURSE OUTLINE:  

Within a Rock Band setting, students will have the opportunity to learn one or more instruments including: Voice, Keyboard, 

Guitar, Bass Guitar or Drum Kit. In small Rock Band groups, students will be taught how to play the instrument of their choice with 

a view to performance. 

 

Music Theory and Aural will be studied in the non-practical element of this subject. Within this area of study, students will learn 

how to read, write and analyse music. Students will also undergo an ear training course. 

 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  

¶ 2 x 2B Pencil and Eraser 

¶ A4 folder 

¶ Manuscript pad (not music book), Master your theory text book (see booklist at end of year) 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

¶ Ongoing practical work and Rock Band Performance 

¶ Aural/Theory Test 
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DRAMA: 1 AND 2  
 

COURSE DURATION One Semester Elective 

 

(It is recommended that students intending to take VCE Drama also take both semester units of Drama.) 

 

 SEMESTER ONE 

Australian Theatre 
SEMESTER TWO 

Non-Naturalistic Dramatic Practitioners 
 

COURSE 

OUTLINE  

 

¶ Non-Naturalism 

¶ Character Development / Characterisation 

¶ Playmaking Techniques 

¶ Stagecraft Elements 

¶ Dramatic Elements 

¶ Expressive Skills 

¶ Performance Analysis 

¶ Ensemble Performance 

¶ Monologue 

¶ Brecht, Artuad, Grotowski 

¶ Stanislavski; naturalistic character 

development / characterisation 

¶ Complex playmaking techniques 

¶ Manipulation of stagecraft elements 

¶ Manipulation of dramatic elements 

¶ Manipulation of expressive skills 

¶ Performance analysis 

¶ Ensemble performance 

¶ Solo performance 

UNITS OF STUDY Australian Theatre (Historical and Contemporary) 

COMPUSORY COURSE 

REQUIREMENTS  
¶ Drama Journal / Folio 

¶ Participation in class activities 

¶ Participation in group performances 

¶ Visits to live theatre performances (incursion / excursion)  

ASSESSMENT 

 

Will be based on 

¶ Drama Journal / Folio 

¶ Research investigation on an Australian 

Non-Naturalistic playwright and their form 

of theatre 

¶ Participation in the development and 

presentation of a group ensemble and a 

monologue 

Will be based on 

¶ Drama Journal / Folio 

¶ Research investigation on one of the three 

Non-Naturalistic dramatic practitioners 

¶ Participation in the development and 

presentation of a group ensemble and a solo 

performance 

 

 

DIGITAL  PHOTOGRAPHY  
 

COURSE DURATION:  One semester elective 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The aim of the course is to provide training to owners of digital cameras.  This hands on course will provide the participants with 

user friendly information and demonstrations designed to enhance knowledge and skills of basic digital photography, editing and 

presentation.  Participants will learn a range of skills related to understanding digital formats, simple editing techniques and basic 

use of Photoshop. 

 

COURSE OUTLIN E: 

Practical work 

¶ Make and present photographs that explore themes, issues and aesthetic considerations 

¶ Structure and present photographs appropriate to chosen styles, forms and demonstrate a range of skills, techniques and 

processes to control the medium. 

 

Written work  

¶ Research assignment on purchasing a digital camera that meets the required criteria 

¶ Analysis of the implication of moving from conventional to digital photography 

¶ Assignment on colour issues 

¶ Research investigation on a photographer of your choice 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Students will create a digital portfolio of all files and the research assignments, analysisô and investigations mentioned above 


